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10. Reassessments, Reviews, and Redeterminations
10.1 Reviewing The Service Plan: Legal Authority

State board policy and the Code of Virginia require that service plans for children in custody
or foster care placement be reviewed to assure the effectiveness of permanency planning
for every child. Procedures for review are described below, (863.2-907 and 16.1-282). A
formal review must be held at least every six months. The types of reviews are foster care
review hearings, permanency planning hearings, administrative panel reviews, and
supervisory reviews. These review dates must be entered into SACWIS.

10.2 Reassessments and Reviews

10.2.1 Types of Reviews and Hearings

Foster care review hearing (816.1-282): This is a court hearing to review progress
made on the foster care plan. This hearing is held within six months of the 75-day
dispositional hearing or the hearing approving the entrustment agreement and
continue to be held in certain instances.

Permanency planning hearing (816.2-282.1): This is a court hearing where action is
to be taken by the court to achieve permanency for a child. This hearing is held:

= Within five months of the first foster care review hearing; and

» Within 11 months of the dispositional hearing; and

»  Within 14 months of placement.

A permanency planning hearing may be held earlier if permanency can be achieved
for the child earlier. If a permanent plan cannot be achieved at this hearing, a
second permanency planning hearing shall be held within six months. The court
must make a judicial determination that reasonable efforts have been made. (See
Section 10.4 for a “Basic Time Line” of the Court Hearing dates and requirements).

If the court determines that reasonable efforts do not need to be made to reunite the
child with the parent at a hearing other than a permanency planning hearing, a
permanency planning hearing must be held within 30 days of that determination.

Administrative panel reviews: Federal law requires reviews every six months.
These may be court reviews or a court review alternating with an administrative
panel reviews (APRS). Panel reviews are not court hearings, but local department
reviews held instead of court reviews for children who have a permanent goal. They
are held within six months of the permanency planning hearing where a
permanency goal is approved and yearly thereafter, alternating with court reviews
as appropriate.
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10.2.2

10.2.3

10.2.4

Local Supervisory Reviews: These are reviews for children age 18 and over who
are in foster care. Court hearings are not required for these children. These
reviews are held every six months.

Parental Attendance at Court Hearings

Parents are to be provided notice of each hearing by the court. At each hearing,
they will be given notice of the next hearing. If they are not present, they shall be
summoned to the next hearing. If they have been given proper notice, or the court
determines they cannot be found after reasonable effort, the hearing may be held
without parents present. The intent of this requirement is to encourage parental
attendance at all hearings. Exception: Parents whose rights have been terminated
do not receive notice.

Foster parents and pre-adoptive parents are to be notified of every hearing. Their
names should be included on the foster care service plan transmittal submitted to
the court.

Scheduling of Court Hearings

At each court hearing, the court shall schedule on the docket the next court
hearing. The court will also provide notice to those present who need to attend the
next hearing. If the court establishes the next court date on the docket, the local
department will not have to ask the court to set a court date.

Completing the Foster Care Service Plan Review Form

Prior to the Foster Care Review Hearing, the Permanency Planning Hearing, or the
Administrative Panel Review, the worker should reassess the progress that has
been made toward meeting the goal in the service plan. The worker should record
the results of that reassessment on the Service Plan Review Form developed in
accordance with the requirements below. The review form provides a description of
what has happened in the case since the service plan was developed. For children
with a goal of Adoption, the Foster Care Review Form and the Adoption Progress
Report must be submitted to the court whenever a hearing is held. However, the
Adoption Progress Report may substitute for the foster care review form at an
administrative panel review.

Input from the birth family or prior custodian, foster parents, or other providers, and
when appropriate, the child, should be sought in completing this reassessment.



VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE

March 2007

VOLUME VIl, SECTION IIl, CHAPTER B SECTION/PAGE 10-124

The Service Plan Review Form must be signed by the worker and supervisor, and

includes:

The services which were offered to the child and family to meet the needs
identified in the last service plan;

The appropriateness of services, and the barriers to goal achievement,
including:

An identification of resources that are needed by the family that are not
available in the community; and

A discussion of the effectiveness of the services provided;

Any changes in the service plan, such as changes in services, placement, or
visitation;

The reasons for retaining the child in care, including efforts to return the child
home, and when appropriate, an assessment of the risk to the child should
the child return home or be placed with relatives;

The birth family's or prior custodian's current situation;
The frequency, duration, location, and results of any visitation;

Information about the child's relationship with the birth family, including
relatives;

Information regarding the child's current relationship with siblings and, if
siblings are not placed together, services being provided to achieve
reunification and maintain contact among siblings;

Pertinent information about birth, medical and developmental history of the
child, if not available in prior assessments;

Information on current health and physical development and
recommendations for any necessary follow-up treatment or further checkup
with specialists;

Current information on psychological, social and educational functioning with
specific descriptions and recommendations regarding peer relationships,
coping mechanisms, learning disabilities, emotional symptoms or behavior
problems. The review must address the current educational status of the
child;

Information from the foster parents or other providers about the child's
adjustment to foster care and the child's current level of social and emotional
functioning. Information about the child's relationship with the foster parents
or other providers to assess the degree of attachment with the child.



VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE

March 2007

VOLUME VIl, SECTION IIl, CHAPTER B SECTION/PAGE 10-125

Any changes in identified needs and services to be provided during the next
six months for children and their families; and

A statement that parents with residual parental rights or prior custodians have
been notified in writing of any change in placement, visitation privileges, and
provided 10 days advance notice of the panel review.

10.2.5 First Foster Care Review Hearing

The purpose of the first foster care review hearing is to review the
progress made on the initial Foster Care Service Plan or make changes
in the plan pursuant to 816.1-282.

The first foster care review hearing is scheduled to be held within six
months after the 75-day hearing or the hearing at which the foster care
plan is initially reviewed.

Thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled hearing, the local department
will submit to the court:

A petition for a foster care review hearing

A Foster Care Service Plan Review Form which shall
include any updates to the initial foster care service plan;
and

A Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal listing individuals
who should receive a copy of the petition and/or be notified
of the hearing. These include the child, if age 12 or over,
the parents, guardian, or prior custodian, the Guardian ad
Litem, the foster parents, the local department and any
other interested parties the court directs. A new foster
care plan is not required unless the goal changes.

The court will review progress toward meeting the foster care goal, approve
changes to the plan, enter any appropriate orders, and determine whether
reasonable efforts have been made to return the child home if that is the
goal or to finalize another permanent placement.

The service worker must verify that the judge has correctly checked the
box that indicates reasonable efforts have been made.

10.2.6 Permanency Planning Hearing (816.1-281.1), Adoptions and Safe Families Act of

1997
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10.2.6.1

10.2.6.2

10.2.6.3

The purpose of this hearing is to establish a permanent goal for a
child and either to achieve the permanent goal or to defer such action
through the approval of an interim plan for the child. Due to the
requirements of the Adoptions and Safe Families Act of 1997,
agencies need to follow the requirements for the Permanency
Planning Hearing carefully.

This hearing should be scheduled at the previous foster care review
hearing. The first permanency planning hearing must occur within five
months of the foster care review hearing and within 14 months of the
date of placement.

Thirty days prior to the hearing, submit to court:

A Permanency Planning Hearing Petition. The local department shall
petition the court to take one of the following actions:

= Return custody to parents or prior custodians.
» Transfer custody to relatives
» Dissolve the non-custodial agreement and return the child home.

» Terminate parental residual rights pursuant to §16.1-283. The
local department must file a service plan changing the goal to
adoption.

= Place the child in permanent foster care. The local department
must identify the permanent foster parents.

= Approve the goal of independent living for a child 16 and over if
other goals are not appropriate. The local department must file a
service plan, which includes a transition plan.

= Approve the goal of another planned permanent living
arrangement.

= Continue custody with the local department of social services , or

= Transfer custody to the local department of a child in non-
custodial foster care.

A Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal Form with the names and
addresses of individuals who should receive the foster care service
plan and/or be notified of the hearing. These include the child, if age
12 and over; the Guardian ad Litem; child’s parents or prior custodian;
parents’ attorney, foster parents; pre-adoptive parents, the local
department of social services; and other interested parties the court
directs, such as attorneys for DSS, or CASA.
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A new Foster Care Service Plan Review Form.

A new Foster Care Service Plan. The plan submitted at the
permanency planning hearing must address additional issues related
to achieving permanency for the child when a child continues in foster
care. They are as follows:

= If the local department decides that it is in the best interests of the
child to ask for continued custody and the goals are return home,
placement with relatives, or continued foster care, the service plan
must describe how the local department intends to accomplish the
goals of return home or placement with relatives in the next six
months. If the goal is continued foster care, the local department
must identify a new goal and describe how it will achieve that goal
in the next six months; and

= The local department must explain in the Foster Care Service
Plan Part B why the child could not be returned home, placed with
relatives, or if the goal is continued foster care, achieve any other
permanent goal at this time.

» |f the local department petitions the court to transfer custody to
parents, prior custodians or relatives, the agency does not have to
submit a new Foster Care Service Plan to the court at the
permanency hearing. It will describe the reunification services
that will be provided to the family in the foster care service plan
review form. If the court does not approve the transfer of custody,
the local department will need to develop a new Foster Care
Service Plan identifying how it will achieve the goal for the child in
the next six months.

= The local department must determine whether it will petition for
termination of parental rights. If the local department determines
it will not petition for termination of parental rights at the
permanency planning hearing, it must document in the Foster
Care Service Plan or the Permanency Plan (Part B) one of the
following exceptions:

Termination of parental rights (TPR) is not in the best interests
of the child. The law requires that the local department of
social services document a compelling reason explaining why
termination is not in the best interests of the child,

The child is being cared for by a relative, or

The local department has not provided services to the parents
deemed necessary for the safe return of the child.
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10.2.6.4

Examples of compelling reasons for not petitioning for termination of
parental rights would include a youth not wishing to be adopted after a
thorough discussion of adoption, a child in a long-term permanent
foster care home where the foster parents do not wish to adopt, a plan
to return the child to a parent or place with relative which needs
additional time to achieve, or lack of grounds for termination. See
Section 9.5.5.10.

If the local department determines it will petition for termination of
parental rights, it must:

» File a petition which states termination of parental rights is in the
best interests of the child.

» File a service plan with the goal of adoption.

» File petition(s) for termination of parental rights if it is ready to do
so. If the local department does not petition at that hearing, it
should petition within 30 days of the hearing to assure that federal
requirements are met. Federal law requires that the local
department petition for TPR by the end of the 15th month of
placement for children adjudicated abused and neglected, who
have been in care 15 of the last 22 months and by the end of the
15th month of placement for all other children who have been in
care 15 out of the last 22 months unless an exception cited above
exists. While this provision is not in state statute, it is a
requirement of federal law, which Virginia has chosen to
implement procedurally.

If the court does not approve the local department’s request to change
the goal to adoption or seek termination of parental rights, the local
department will not be required to petition for TPR since the court had
determined that another course of action is in the best interests of the
child.

The court will order one of the following permanency actions,
documenting its findings on the permanency plan order:

= Approve the local department plan for the child, which transfers
custody to parents, prior custodians, or relatives;

= Change the goal to adoption and begin the termination of parental
rights process;

= Order the local department to provide the child independent living
services; or

= Place the child in permanent foster care.
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= Approve the goal of “another planned permanent living
arrangement”.

= Hearings may end for children whose custody is transferred to
parents, prior custodians, or relatives.

= |n all cases, the court will schedule the next foster care review to
occur within one year and provide notice to all present; or

= Approve continued custody or placement with the goal of return
home. The court must determine that the parent(s) are making
progress, have maintained a close relationship with the child, the
child is likely to return home in the near future, and the local
department is making reasonable efforts to return the child home.
The court must make a judicial determination that reasonable
efforts are being made and document this in the court order. The
court will schedule a second permanency planning hearing to
occur within six months; or

= Approve continued custody with the local department and the plan
to achieve another permanent goal within six months. The court
must determine that reasonable efforts to achieve a permanency
plan are being made, but it is premature to transfer custody or
achieve a permanent goal for the child at this time. the court will
schedule a second permanency planning hearing to be held within
six months; or

= Approve “another planned permanent living arrangement”, and
schedule a foster care review hearing to be held within six months
to review the child’s placement. The court shall review a foster
care plan for any child who is placed in another planned
permanent living arrangement every six months from the date of
the permanency planning hearing. These six-month reviews must
continue as long as the child continues to have a severe disabling
condition for which the child requires residential treatment and
remains in the legal custody or placement authority of the local
department. (§16.1-282.1) The court order must document that
reasonable efforts to achieve a permanency plan are being made.

Documentation in SACWIS: permanency planning hearings must be
documented on the court/hearing details screen, and the hearing
detail results screen.

10.2.7 Subsequent Permanency Planning Hearing

This hearing will occur within six months of the first permanency planning hearing
should a permanency goal or plan not be achieved by the first permanency
planning hearing. A second permanency planning hearing occurs when the court
approves the goal of return home, placement with relatives, or continued foster
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care. The same requirements apply to this hearing as apply to the first
permanency planning hearing. The court order must document that reasonable
efforts are being made to return the child home or achieve another permanency
plan.

10.2.8 Foster Care Review Hearings after a Permanency Goal is Approved

The purpose of these foster care review hearings is to review
progress in cases where the permanency goals of reunification,
placement with relatives, adoption, permanent foster care,
independent living, or “another planned permanent living
arrangement” have been approved.

Where the goals of reunification, placement with relatives, adoption,
or independent living are approved, the foster care review hearings
are held annually after the permanency planning hearing.
Administrative panel reviews are held at six-month intervals between
these yearly court reviews. These court hearings are discontinued
once the final order of adoption is issued or the child turns age 18.
(Where the goal of permanent foster care has been approved, see
Section 10.3 regarding annual foster care review hearings).

Where the goal of “another planned permanent living arrangement” is
approved, foster care review hearings are held every six months.

Thirty days prior to a scheduled hearing, the local department submits
a petition for foster care review, an adoption progress report if the
goal is adoption, the foster care service plan transmittal, service plan
review form, and new foster care service plan if there is a change in
goal.

The court reviews progress in the case, approves the foster care
service plan, and enters appropriate orders documenting findings on
reasonable efforts to achieve a permanency plan.

10.3 Permanent Foster Care And Reviews

Once children are placed in a court approved permanent foster care placement with a
permanent foster family named in the court order, they are to have annual foster care
review hearings scheduled at the conclusion of the hearing where the permanent foster
care order was entered (816.1-282.2). Annual court reviews are intended to allow the
court to consider the appropriateness of the services provided and changes in
circumstances that led to the court placing the child in permanent foster care. (See
Sections 10.2.8.1; 10.2.8.2; and 10.2.8.4).

Permanent foster care cases are subject to administrative panel reviews which are to
occur every six months, between the annual judicial reviews.
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10.4 Basic Time Line

TIMING STATUTE HEARING TYPE FORMS
Immediately 816.1-251 Emergency Removal Petition DC — 511
§16.1-253 Order (ERO) Emergency Removal Order DC-526
Preliminary Child Protective Order,
if necessary, DC-527
Within 5 Days 816.1-252 Preliminary Removal Petition DC — 511
§16.1-253 Order (PRO) & Preliminary Removal Order DC — 528
Adjudication Preliminary Child Protective Order, if
necessary, DC — 527
Within 30 Days 816.1-252 Adjudication, only if no Petition DC - 511
816.1-253 adjudication at PRO
Within 60 Days §16.1-281 Submission of Foster Foster Care Service Plan
Care Service Plan. No
court hearing at this time
Within 75 Days of 816.1- Disposition — Initial Child protective Order DC-532
Preliminary 277.01 Foster Care Service Plan Foster Care Plan Transmittal DC -
Removal Order §16.1- Reviewed 552
Hearing 277.02 Foster Care Service Plan Part A
816.1-278.2 Permanency Plan Part B, if initial goal
§16.1-278.3 is not return home
§16.1-281 Dispositional Order for Petition DC —
553
Within 6 months 816.1-282.1 Foster Care Review Petition for Foster Care Review
of Disposition Hearing Hearing DC — 554
Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal
DC - 552
Foster Care Service Plan Review
Foster Care Review Order DC - 555
Within 5 months 816.1-282.1 Initial Permanency Petition for Permanency Planning
of Foster Care §16.1-283 Planning Hearing Hearing DC — 556

Review Hearing

Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal
DC - 552

New Foster Care Service Plan Part A
Permanency Plan Part B

Foster Care Service Plan Review
Permanency Planning Order DC —
557
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TIMING STATUTE HEARING TYPE FORMS
Within 6 months 816.1-282.1 Subsequent Permanency Petition for Permanency Planning
of Initial Planning Hearing for Hearing DC — 556
Permgnency _ goals of Retu_rn Home, Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal
Planning Hearing Placement with New Foster Care Service Plan Part A
or Second Relatives, or Continued Permanency Plan Part B
Permanency Foster Care (If interim Foster Care Service Plan Review
Planning Hearing plan approved at Initial Permanency Planning Order DC —
PPH) 557

Within 6 months Administrative Review Foster Care Service Plan Review
of Second Form or Adoption Progress Report
Permanency Administrative Panel Review Form
Planning Hearing
and every 12
months thereafter
6 months from §16.282.1 Foster Care Review Petition for Foster Care Review DC —

date of approval
of Another
Planned
Permanent Living
Arrangement
(APPLA)

or
12 months from
last Permanency
Planning Hearing
for Adoption prior
to final order,

Permanent Foster

Care or
Independent
Living

Filed every 6
months

From the date of
final order
terminating
parental rights

Hearing

Foster Care Review
Hearing

Adoption Progress
Report

Filed until final order of
adoption is issued; the
court may not hold a
hearing

554

Foster Care Review Order DC — 555
Foster Care Service Plan Transmittal
DC - 552

Foster Care Service Plan Review
Foster Care Review Order DC - 555

Adoption Progress Report (DSS
Form)



VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE

March 2007 VOLUME VIl, SECTION IIl, CHAPTER B SECTION/PAGE 10-133

10.5 The Adoption Progress Report

If parental rights have been terminated and the goal for the child is adoption, the local
department must submit the adoption progress report to the court documenting progress
toward adoption within six months of termination of parental rights. The court has the
option to schedule a hearing to review this report. The court will hold annual foster care
review hearings after termination of parental rights until the final order of adoption is
issued. The court order must document reasonable efforts to finalize a permanency
plan. The local department must continue to submit the adoption progress report every
six months to the court until the adoption is finalized.

The court will provide a copy of the adoption progress report to the Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) for the child.

The local department must send copies of completed adoption progress reports to the
foster care and adoption regional specialists.

The Adoption Progress Report is completed and filed every six months from the date
Termination of Parental Rights is achieved in Juvenile Domestic and Relations Court,
until the adoption has been finalized. The service worker should notify the court when
the adoption is finalized. The Adoption Progress Report form may also be used to
document the Administrative Panel Review required for children who have the goal of
adoption and for whom the timing of the Administrative Panel Review and the required
adoption Progress Report coincide. (See Section 10.6).

10.6 Administrative Panel Reviews

Administrative Panel Reviews are held for children who have a foster care goal of:
e Adoption
e Permanent Foster Care
e Independent Living

Administrative Panel Reviews (APRs) begin six months after a permanency planning
hearing when one of the above referenced goals is approved by the court. The child will
continue to have administrative panel reviews alternating with annual foster care review
hearings until a final order of adoption is issued or the child reaches age 18.

10.6.1 Function and Purpose of the Administrative Panel Review

The function of the APR is advisory. Recommendations made as a result of the
APR process should be considered in planning services for the child and family.
These reviews provide a forum for consideration, discussion, and planning for the
care of the child as well as for a review of the effectiveness of service provision
for the child and family. These reviews provide an opportunity to ensure that
children, parents, the local department, and other team members involved with
the family remain committed to and are making every reasonable effort to
achieve the goal identified for the child.
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10.6.2 Composition of the Review Panel and Notification

The administrative review shall be conducted by a panel of
appropriate persons at least one of whom is not responsible for the case
management or delivery of services to either the child or the parent(s).

The following individuals must be invited to participate in the APR and must be
provided with written notice of the meeting at least 30 days in advance:

1) Parents who have not had parental rights terminated,;

2) Foster parents, resource parents and pre-adoptive parents;

3) Staff from child placing agencies and residential placements when
applicable;

4) Child if age 12 or older unless it is determined to be detrimental to the
child’s well-being;

5) Guardian ad Litem (GAL);

6) Any professional providing services to the child and parents;

7) An outside objective panel member; and

8) At the child’'s request, relatives or other significant persons who have a
positive relationship with the child.

Attorneys representing parents and the local department may be invited when
determined appropriate by the local department.

Outside objective panel members participating in the review may be (but are not
limited to) court service workers, private citizens, staff of other services agencies,
multi-discipline team members, other local department workers, FAPT team
members or placement providers not involved in the case being reviewed.
Confidentiality of case records must be maintained and all panel members must
sign a confidentiality statement such as those contained in the Administrative
Panel Review form or the Individual Family and Service Plan (IFSP).

Input from all panel members should be considered and the local department is
the responsible agency to ultimately decide how all input is used in the planning
for the child.

The Family Assessment and Planning Team (FAPT) staffing may
substitute for an APR as long as the requirements for the APR are met.

10.6.3 Conducting and Documenting the Administrative Panel Review

The Foster Care Service Plan Review Form or the Adoption Progress Report
must be completed prior to the Administrative Panel Review. When the goal for
the child is adoption, the Administrative Panel Review should, whenever
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possible, be timed to coincide with the submission of the Adoption Progress
Report to the court.

During the APR, the panel must address and make recommendations when
needed concerning the following:

= How the services provided during the preceding six months met the needs of
the child as defined in the service plan;

= In what ways is the child’s current placement meeting the child’s needs;

» The parent(s)', child's, and foster care or pre-adoptive provider's or other
attending family members issues and concerns regarding planning for the
child;

= The local department's, parent(s)', child's, and foster care or pre-adoptive
provider's engagement in services and activities identified in the service plan;

» Any barriers to progress;

= Appropriateness of the program goal for the child and of the date for goal
achievement; and

= Continuing need for placement.

The findings of the panel and any recommendations made by the panel,
including changes to the service plan, must be recorded on the Administrative
Panel Review Form or the Adoption Progress Report in SACWIS.
Recommendations from the APR that result in a change from the existing service
plan should be documented. Local departments should consult with their
attorney regarding the appropriate process for communicating these changes to
the court.

The birth parent(s)/prior custodians, foster parents, or pre-adoptive parent(s) not
in attendance should be given a copy of the final report from the Administrative
Panel Review. To ensure protection of the child’s confidentiality, the report
should not be sent by mail but delivered in person.

(See Appendix C for Casework Procedures and Core Practice Issues on
Administrative Panel Reviews)
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10.7 Local Supervisory Reviews

A local supervisory review is required every six months for children placed in their own
homes, but still in the custody of the department and for youth ages 18-21.

When a child returns home after being in a foster care placement and remains in the
custody of the local department, the supervisory review should be scheduled six months
from the last Administrative Panel Review.

The Foster Care Service Plan Review Form is to be used for the local supervisory
review. A new Review Form must be completed each time a review is held. The
supervisor must sign the review.

10.8 Exceptions to Required Reviews

10.8.1 Hearings when Cases are on Appeal

When a case is on appeal for TPR, the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District
Court retains jurisdiction on all matters not on appeal and must continue to hold
reviews. The appeal hearing may substitute for a review hearing if the appeal
court adjudicates the future status of the child.

10.8.2 Children Committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice

Children formerly in local department custody who have been committed to the
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) are not subject to administrative panel
reviews or court review hearings during their commitment.

Children committed to DJJ who return to foster care are subject to panel reviews
and the appropriate court review hearing, if placed outside of their home in foster
care. When the child returns to foster care, the scheduling of panel reviews and

foster care review hearings resumes in accordance with the original schedule. A
new service plan should be filed within 60 days or earlier if necessary to resume

the original schedule.

10.9 Developing the Plan When the Goal Is Changed To Adoption

At the permanency planning hearing, or at any other hearing that results in the decision
to change the child's goal to adoption, the local department shall file a petition with the
court 30 days prior to the hearing to terminate parental rights, along with the foster care
service plan.

10.9.1 Information Needed
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When the goal of adoption is selected, consultation between the foster care and
adoption staff must occur. Additional information may need to be gathered. This
information is critical as it will serve as a basis for identifying adoption services,
will be used in the selection of an appropriate adoptive home, and will be the only
information available to the child after adoption about the child's birth family and
background. If any of this information is missing from the foster care record, one
of the services that must be identified on the new plan will be to obtain the
missing information. The additional information that may need to be gathered
includes:
= Detailed information about birth, medical and developmental history of the
child and family, including genetic information;

= Current information on health, developmental and educational functioning of
the child; and recommendations for any necessary follow-up treatment or
further check-ups with specialists. If medicals have not been done in the last
12 months, the adoptive placement plan must reflect that these will be
obtained once termination of parental rights has been achieved;

= Information from foster parents about the child's attitudes, habits, and daily
routines, their methods of discipline and pertinent observations as to the
child's reactions and relationships in their home, likes and dislikes,
nicknames, and favorite toys;

= Information regarding whether the siblings are presently together in foster
care, and the relationships of the siblings to each other;

= Information about the child's relationship with the birth family, including
extended relatives and an assessment of the impact of termination of
parental rights on the child and family; and

= |nformation about the child's relationship with the foster parents to assess the
level of bonding to determine whether the foster parents should be
considered as an adoptive resource for the child.

10.9.2 Foster Care Plan Change to Adoption

The foster care plan requesting a change to the goal of adoption shall include:

= A statement and documentation that the goal of adoption is in the best
interest of the child; this is put in Part B or a separate section of the Foster
Care Service Plan.

» The reasons for selecting the goal of adoption; this is put in Part B or a
separate section of the Foster Care Service Plan (Part A).

= Ongoing services that will be provided to the child, birth parents, and the
foster parents. This is put on the Foster Care Service Plan.
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» The responsibilities of the parents or prior custodian included in the prior
assessment and service plan and whether they have or have not met them;
this is put in Part B or a separate section of the Foster Care Service Plan.
These responsibilities must correspond with the responsibilities identified in
the initial or any updated Foster Care Service Plan.

» The specific action planned to identify and select an adoptive family and the
specific services to be provided to prepare the child for an adoptive family.
These services are put in the Foster Care Service Plan and include:

= Services to build trust with the worker who will make the placement.

= Services to gather all medical, psychological, social and family
background information for the child's permanent adoption record.

= Services to help the child deal with the past and be committed to an
adoptive placement.

= Pre-placement services and activities with adoptive parents.

= Services to meet the child's needs while in foster care waiting for adoptive
placement.

= Registration with AREVA or other adoption exchanges as well as other
recruitment efforts (Refer to Vol. VII, Section lll, Chapter C, Section 7 for
information about AREVA and registering children in AREVA).

= Assessment of the child's special needs for purposes of subsidy.
= Services for the birth parents including, but not limited to:

= Services to help them separate from the child and support an adoptive
placement.

= Services to help parents deal with their loss, guilt, and other feelings
related to the child.

= Services for the foster parent including, but not limited to:

= Services to gather pertinent information on the child's development
and behavior.

= Assessment of the foster parents as a primary adoptive resource for
the child or services to help the child move to an adoptive placement.

= Services that will assist the foster parents in meeting the needs of the
child.
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The specific services to be provided to the child and adoptive family after
adoptive placement are not provided until after termination of parental rights
has occurred. Upon submission of the plan and registration with AREVA, the
services should be identified in the plan and offered.

10.10 Redeterminations
10.10.1 Redetermination of Title IV-E Eligibility

Eligibility must be re-determined at least annually.

The service worker shall submit to the eligibility worker the same information
required for initial determination, except the commitment order or entrustment
agreement. This information includes:

= Verification of appropriate placement;

= Current location of parents;

= School enroliment;

» Real and personal property (including balance in special welfare account);
= Verification of child's earned and unearned income.

The eligibility worker is to be notified immediately of any change in the child's
situation that might affect eligibility, including notification in advance that a child
will become age 18, or is expected to graduate from high school prior to reaching
age 19.

10.10.2 Notice of Changes Affecting Child Support

As soon as there are changes in the status of the foster care case or in the
situation of the absent parents, the service worker must notify the eligibility
worker in writing. The eligibility worker must notify the Division of Child Support
Enforcement. Changes in the status of a foster care case or the absent parent's
situation may include the following:

*= Good cause no longer exists because the service plan goal for the child
changes from the goal of return to parents to another goal.

= Parental rights are terminated or the parent(s) have signed a permanent
entrustment agreement.

» The child is emancipated or becomes age 18.

=  The whereabouts of the child are unknown.

= Death of the child.



VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE

March 2007 VOLUME VIl, SECTION IIl, CHAPTER B SECTION/PAGE 10-140

» The child is returned to a parent who is a recipient of TANF.

» The foster care case is closed.

At each eligibility redetermination, the service worker will inform the eligibility
worker about the status of good cause for not pursuing child support, where

appropriate.

10.10.3. Redetermination of Eligibility for Medicaid

The service worker is responsible for providing the Medicaid worker information
required for the annual redetermination of eligibility and information related to
changes in the child’s situation.

Changes that might affect eligibility include: changes in income or resources
(wages, inheritances, savings, etc.); return of a child to his home on a permanent
basis or a trial visit in excess of three months; termination of custody by the
court; or placement of children in jails, detention centers, or learning centers.
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